
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2005-217-WS - ORDER NO. 2006-603

OCTOBER 13, 2006

INRE: Application of Utilities Services of South

Carolina, Inc. for Adjustments of Rates and

Charges and Modifications to Certain Terms
and Conditions for the Provision of Water and

Sewer Services.

) ORDER GRANTING

) REQUEST FORPASS-

) THROUGH OF

) INCREASED BULK

) WATER CHARGES

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") on Utilities Services of South Carolina, Inc.'s ("USSC" or the

"Company") request to pass increased water charges to its customers in the Vamarsdale

and Parkwood Subdivisions that result from higher prices in the bulk water it purchases

from the City of West Columbia, South Carolina.

In a letter dated September 6, 2006, the City of West Columbia informed USSC

that its bulk water rates would increase from $2.40 per 1,000 gallons to $3.00 per 1,000

gallons in the next billing cycle. USSC seeks approval from the Commission to pass this

increased charge to their customers affected by the increase as allowed by Order No.

2002-285 (dated April 18, 2005). It also requests that the Commission waive the sixty

(60) day advance notice requirement described in Order No. 2002-285, as further

delineated specifically to USSC in Order No. 2006-22 (dated January 19, 2006), since the

Company received such short notice itself.
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If the sixty (60) day notice requirementis enforced,USSC's customerswill be

billed thepass-throughchargesfor themonthsof OctoberandNovemberconcurrentlyon

theirNovemberbilling statement.This concurrentbilling will causethesecustomersto

payonelargebill ratherthanspreadingthechargesovera longertime. Sincepayingone

largebill might causea burdento someof USSC'scustomers,the Commissionfinds the

public interestof providingamorelengthynoticeto customersthroughthe sixty (60)day

noticerequirementis overcomeby thepossibility that somecustomerswill beunableto

paytwo addedmonthsof increasedwatercharges.

Therefore,the Commissionwaivesthe sixty (60) day notice requirementand

approvesthe requestof USSCto passthroughthe increasedbulk waterrate in its next

billing with a bill insertexplainingthe increase.Waiverof the noticerequirementis in

the public interestbecauseit will preventUSSCfrom billing multiple monthsof price

increasesin a singlebill. Additionally, theCommissionrequeststheOffice of Regulatory

Staff to discusswith bulk watersuppliers,who supplywaterto utilities regulatedby this

Commission, the feasibility of providing more notice to bulk customersprior to

increasingbulk waterrates.
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This Order shall remain in full force

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

and effect until further Order of the

G. O'Neal Hamilton,Chairman

ATTEST:

C. RobertMoseley,Vice Chai_

(SEAL)


